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Thank You Kosy FUMC  
One of my favorite songs is by Ray Boltz, “Thank You for Giving to the Lord.” It is a powerful song 

about saying thank you to people who give in service for the Lord. The apostle Paul, writes several 

times, words of thanks to the churches in Philippi, Ephesus, and Corinth. These are two simple words 

that carry such an important message.  

Thank you means many things; we are valued, appreciated, cared for and loved, just to name a few. 

As I sit down to write this note, allow me to quote Paul and his words to the Philippians, “May God 

our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace. Every time I think of you, I give 

thanks to my God. Whenever I pray, I make my requests for all of you with joy, for you have been 

my partners in spreading the Good News about Christ...” (Phil 1:2-5a)  

Please know how special you have made Denise, Kaelin, Ali Grace and me feel. Your signs of love 

and welcome have been overwhelming! From help with moving in, getting the beautiful parsonage 

ready, to bringing us delicious food, the list goes on and on… thank you! You have been the face of 

Christ to us and for that we give thanks!  

Never forget, your support of your pastor gives him more and more energy to be the best pastor he 

can be. I continue to treasure your prayers and you’re willing spirit as God leads us together in 

ministry for His sake. Let’s use everything we have in being the hands and feet of Christ in our 

community and in doing so, people will give thanks to God! How amazing would it be for people to 

use Ray Boltz’s words when they speak of us here at Kosy 1st, “Thank you for giving to the Lord. I 

am a life that was changed. Thank you for giving to the Lord. I am so glad you gave.”  
 
THANK YOU!  
Br Scott, Denise, Kaelin & Ali Grace  
 

You are invited to a reception honoring the Scott Family  

August 23, 2015 2-3 p.m. Church Parlor  

 

 



Thank You  
To members contributing their service to the Visitor Center and Helping Hands were Bobbie 

Gressett, Carolyn Mitchell, Doris Flint, Charles Patterson, Roy and Virginia Oliver, Bill and Carolyn 

Mitchell, Tom Wasson and Bob Gilliland.  

 

 

To John and Lynn Wiggers for hosting a swimming and fishing party on July 22 for the children of 

FUMC. Thank you also for Whitney Pettit for planning this event.  

 

 

A View from the Pew by Peggy A. Keady August 2015  
Memories  
I have finished listening to an audio book in which the key phrase was “even now”. These two words 

are an apt description of a continuing phenomenon in my life. Let me explain.  

During these hot days of summer I have been cleaning out closets and boxes. I find that I am 

overwhelmed with STUFF! Sound familiar? I must confess that while the task is tiring, it is also 

rewarding. Discovering each item requires continuous decision-making and some of the pieces pack 

an emotional wallop.  

Here are two examples:  

A greeting card I have saved, from a ST. Simons Island Presbyterian Church member, reminded me 

of a Vacation Bible School program I had designed and led for the junior high age youth one 

summer. During that week we left the church and embarked on four surprise-destinations field trips. 

Each location had been especially chosen to teach a targeted spiritual lesson. It was a unique 

experience for all involved and nice to recall even now.  

A tiny spiral notebook which contained the notes I had jotted down in the summer of 1989 during the 

final weeks of my Dad’s life, while he was a patient in ICU at Baptist Hospital. I read the daily log in 

which I had recorded the names of friends and family6 who had phoned or came to visit. I read the 

reports from each of his doctors as his condition improved and then deteriorated. I saw it all in 

mind’s eye as if it happened only yesterday. When I finished reading and closed the tiny book, I cried 

openly and freely with a grateful heart because I was there when Jesus came and took my Dad‘s 

precious hand and led him home. I can see him even now.  

I thank God for the blessings that good memories bring forth in my life and in yours. They are like a 

chest full of sparkling treasures which are nearby to give us a lift or to remind us of what is really 

important in our earthly journey. Memories have the power to move us even now.  

The memory of the just is blessed: (Proverbs 10:7)  

 

 

FUMC ENDOWMENT FUNDS: Capital improvement fund Balance $83,034.75  

        Ministerial Scholarship fund balance $17,801.92  



Congregational Needs:  
After School Ministry is need of items. Their wish list includes: TV’s (2);DVD player, (new or 

used),Laptop computer/desk top, printer/copier (new or used), Electric Pencil sharpener (3),Pencils, 

markers, crayons,(8 packs), Bubbles, Sidewalk chalk, Loose leaf paper (3 packs), Primary tablets (4), 

paper towels, napkins, coffee filters, Germ-X, Liquid hand soap, Kick balls (no footballs), Volley 

balls, and Hula Hoops. Any of these items will be appreciated.  

 

 

Transportation: There have been several times that members of our congregation are in need of 

transportation to Doctor Appointments in Jackson or other places. If you feel led to help in this 

ministry, please call or email Trisha or Terry.  

 

 

 

Holiday Happening: It's that time of year, Holiday Happening is just 4 months from now. 

So bring those wonderful things that no longer fit your lifestyle to the Holiday Happenings Room 

across from the water fountain. Ladies, look in your jewelry box and bring to the church office, those 

pieces that you haven't worn in 2 years. And back by popular demand, the white elephant sale will be 

set up. Put Nov 7 on your calendar and bring us your treasures and your junk.  

 

 

New Name, New Ideas:  
WOW! Wide Open Wednesdays are coming! Join us beginning August 19th for supper and a time 

for praying for each other, our church and beyond! Then starting Sept 9th we will have children’s 

activities, youth studies and three adult small groups. One group will look closely at being able to 

learn how to better talk about our faith in “Becoming a Contagious Christian.” Another group will 

have fun examining practical applications for daily living with the “Beverly Hillbillies Bible Study.” 

Our final group will discover what it means to be a fruitful, not fruity…, congregation in “Five 

Practices of Fruitful Congregations.” As you can see, we have something for the whole family and 

where else can you get your stomach and spirit fed so cheaply? Join us for WOW!  

 
 

Did You Know: (Events honoring members and families)  
.  

Russell Casteel and his wife Callie have lived in Lyles, TN., just outside of Nashville, since January 

2104. There, Russell is the Executive Director of Cedar Crest United Methodist Camp. His ten years 

at Camp Lake Stephens prepared him for this move in his career. He said the summer camp has had a 

60% growth rate in the last two years since he took over. Cedar Crest is now also involved in hosting 

many weekend retreats for the winter and spring months. Callie is enjoying her position as Farmer 

and Market Outreach Coordinator of the Southeast Region of animal Welfare Approved. Their 

mailing address is 7900 Cedar Crest Road, Lyles, TN 37098. Telephone # (931)670-3025 the proud 

family is David and Beverly Casteel and Bill and Carolyn Mitchell.  

 

 



Bill Mitchell has written a book, The Early Years of the Reverend L.P. Wasson Family. Reverend 

Wasson was a Methodist Episcopal Clergy of the North Mississippi Conference. Rev. Wasson was 

related to many members in our congregation. 

 

 

 Sergeant First Class Jerry Holcomb and his wife Terra received special honors during the recent 

4th of July celebration at FC Dallas, Texas, and stadium. The crowds cheered as Sgt. Holcomb and 

Terra was recognized. Sgt. Holcomb enlisted in the Army in 2001 and during his thirteen years, 

served three tours of Iraq and Afghanistan. Due his injuries received, Jerry was honored with two 

Purple Hearts. He is also the recipient of two Bronze Stars and many other awards. After the 

recognition, Terra and Jerry were given a “mortgage free” four bedroom home in honor of his 

service. This program is one sponsored by a National non-profit organization called, “Operation 

Finally Home”, which salutes combat wounded soldiers and families. Jerry was just one of the heroes 

that our great country honors and FUMC is so proud to be a part of his family. Proud parents of this 

couple are Danny and Trisha Oakes. If you don’t think she is excited, just ask and she will show you 

the entire film clip.  

 

 

Cole Cheek, son of Gary and Tina Cheek, and his wife Amanda are expecting their first child after 

13 years of marriage. Grandparents on both sides are ecstatic and so are the future parents. Cole also, 

just received tenure at Spartanburg Methodist College where he teaches History and Anthropology.  

 

 

John Morris Ward has written a book, The White Choctaw, the Life of Alexander Talley. Alexander 

Talley was a missionary, minister, emissary, and physician. He proved to be an exceptional 

individual. Contact John Morris about his book, it is excellent reading.  

 

 

Shelly Ritter daughter of Charles “Tex” and Carolyn Ritter is the Director of the Delta Blues Museum in 
Clarksdale, Ms. Recently she and the Delta Blues Museum Band were featured in an MPB Documentary, 

FROM THE CROSSROADS TO THE WHITE HOUSE showing their trip to Washington, D.C. where 
they received a 2014 National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Award. This award was for having 

one of the best youth programs in the nation. The Museum’s Arts and Education Program helps preserve 

the blues tradition by teaching young musicians to play and sing the blues.  
Shelly is a graduate of Millsaps and the first archivist at Graceland. She grew up in our church and was 

the pianist for the youth choir. Congratulations to Shelly and the Museum.  

 

 

Summer camping has been fun for many members of FUMC at Camp Lake Stephens. Chap 

Fenwick along with Kelsey Wiggers, Jenna Pinkard, Austin Flint and Reed Jordan have led campers 

in many ways to experience God’s world. John Robert Hillman said he had so much fun at camp and 

his favorite things were canoeing, swimming, arts and crafts, talent show, and the petting zoo. He is 

very grateful to FUMC and his many friends that provided the scholarship funds for him to attend.  

 

June 8 through July 19, excitement filled the halls of our church as 24 children experienced a “Life 

Health Day Camp” sponsored by the Region 6 Mental Health Center in Kosciusko. Monday through 

Thursday, children could be seen enjoying all events of this camp from class room study, nutritious 

food, and playground activities. Hosting this community outreach program was a privilege for our 

church.  



Have you ever looked inside a fig? Slice one open. The small bits of pastel are the blossoms that 

were once on the tree. This means that God was at work even when we can’t see anything 

happening. This is the way of our church. Have patience, for things are happening. God is 

working.  

 

 

Special August Events  
Helping Hands August 3  

The larger churches in our community host a fundraiser for Helping Hands 

Ministries once a year. It is our turn to host the event. Come join us for some Hank 

Jones barbecue and local talent in our fellowship hall on Monday, August 3rd, at 

6:00 p.m. Tickets are $10.00 each and will be available in the church office. If you 

wish to pick up a to-go plate, that will be available at 5:00 p.m.  

 

 

Healing Seminar with Dr. Kennedy August 4-5  

 

 

WOW (FFF) Will resume the regular meal schedule on August 19, 2015. Brown 

bag and prayer meeting led by Bro. Scott will be August 5 and 12.  

 

 

Cookie Bake August 15, 10-12 for children. 

 

  

Reception for Scott Family August 23  

 

 

Promotion Sunday August 30 


