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DOC’S LITTLE BLACK BOOK 
- Watching the faint hue of light that signals the soon-rising of the sun as a new day is 
born... 
- Surprised by the mysterious appearance of the first spider lily in the Autumn... 
- The first slice of the first tomato off the vine... 
- The fulfilled anticipated goodness of summer’s first batch of home-made ice cream... 
- Peeling the shrink-wrap off the brand new music cd... 
- The first cradling of a new-born baby...  
And the list of “New Beginnings” goes on.  One item in the listing that we need not 
overlook is ‘a brand new year’. 

As “In the beginning...”, according to Genesis, every brand new thing is untarnished, so it 
is with 2015.  The new year is untarnished and pristine.  It shines with the full spectrum of 
luminary possibilities.  Learn from Adam and Eve’s mistakes and keep your brand new 
year polished.  My prayer for you in 2015 is simply this: “Keep your shine on.” 

How will you use your Talents, Abilities, Gifts, and Skills (T A G S) 
 to serve God’s Kingdom here at First United Methodist Church? 

ELMO PEELER IN CONCERT DVD’s 
DVD’s of Elmo Peeler’s October piano concert are available through the church office.  
The cost is $5.00 per disk.  By request, we have provided the entire concert “uncut” so you 



won’t miss a thing.  We will make more copies as we run low so call the church office to 
make sure we’ll have it waiting for you before you make the trip to pick it up. 

A VIEW FROM THE PEW  by Peggy A. Keady 
IMPRESSIONS 
     What stops you in your tracks and gets your attention?  No doubt it will be something 
that you have witnessed before, but this time it takes on a new significance.  Such was the 
case with me recently. 
     I have been watching a crew of men climb the water tower in the lot next to my house.   
They are pressure washing the tower before re-painting it.  The ones ascending wear 
harnesses and the guys on the ground operate cables which control the basket that the 
others ride in to reach the walkway at the top.  I am both amazed and terrified when I 
watch them.  What skill!  What courage!  I AM IMPRESSED! 
     Several days ago I was in traffic on Highway 12 in front of Sunflower when cars in a 
funeral procession approached.  All the cars ahead of me pulled to a stop and I did the 
same while those behind me followed suit.  What a simple and grand acknowledgement 
honoring the death of a fellow human being whose time on this earth has come to an end.  
I have no doubt that those who mourn are gently comforted by this silent gesture of 
compassion from mostly strangers.  Even though I have witnessed this respectful gesture 
many times before, I was touched by the simple kindness of it.  I WAS IMPRESSED! 
     These observations are examples of what I refer to in my book, Glimpses of Glory as 
new insights given to the believer by God’s Holy Spirit concerning events, experiences and 
people in our everyday life.  Think about it.  What has made an impression on you in 
recent days? 
Those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their mind set on what the Spirit desires.  
(NIV Romans 8:5) 
From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another.  (NIV John 
1:16) 

The January/February, 2015 issue of THE UPPER ROOM is in.  You may pick one up at 
each of the three entrances/exits to the sanctuary.  Please feel free to take one.  You may 
use it as a devotional guide during your daily quiet time. 

The church office will be closed Thursday, January 1, 2015. 

First Family Fellowship  (FFF) will resume January 7, 2015. 
Be sure to make your meal reservation by noon 



each Tuesday for the FFF meal. 
 5:30 p.m.  meal  
 6:00 p.m.  classes for various age levels (kindergarten - adults) 
 7:00 p.m.  chancel choir 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
Bible study will resume January 8, 2015.  All ladies are invited each Thursday at 10 a.m. in 
the Conference Room.    

The deadline to submit information for the February, 2015 
GOODNEWS LETTER  is Wednesday, January 19. 

FUMC WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: 
9 a.m.  Early Worship 

    10:55 a.m.  Worship 
     5 p.m.       Vespers 

FUMC ENDOWMENT FUND:   
HAIKU FOR FUMC IN 2015

Keep our church growing
With an everlasting gift:

THE ENDOWMENT FUND 

!  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS  
We are delighted to welcome new members to our church family: Josh and Shelly 
Harmond, along with sons Joseph and Elijah; Andrea Lawrence; Linda Milner; and Ashley 
Reese.  We look forward to serving with them in ministry at FUMC, Kosciusko. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!



ALIVE Student Ministry  
- Attala DNow is January 16-18. If you plan on going, get a registration form from Stuart 
(ASAP!) 
- BigStuf 2015 and Mission Camp Macon ( MCM) here we come!!  
• The youth will be going on two retreats this summer.  

BigStuf takes place in Panama City, Florida June 8 – 12 and Mission Camp Macon, 
July 11 - 18 at Lake Forest Ranch in Macon, MS. We are excited to go back to BigStuf 
with its great speakers, fun free time on the beach, and awesome worship sessions. We 
are excited to serve at Mission Camp Macon (MCM) for the first time as a group. MCM 
will help our students to see what a need there is for loving and sharing the Gospel with 
those who grow up in a very different culture. Sign up and deposit for MCM will begin in 
March.  
A reminder to parents:  the first non-refundable deposit for BigStuf is due on or before 
January 15th.  

- Follow us on social media to stay up-to-date on everything: 
  Twitter - @alivefumc 
  Instagram - alivefumc  
- If you have any questions about anything, email us at: alivestudents.fumc@gmail.com 

THANK YOU 
WHO’S THAT MAN ON HIS KNEES? 
We want to thank Dr. Rick Carter for his tireless work in all that he has done for the church 
as the Chair of the Board of Trustees.    While the evidence of his work is manifest at every 
turn in every hallway & room, none is so evident as the tile floors he has laid down in 
several parts of the church.  He has spent more time down on his knees for the sake of our 
congregation than most of us have over a lifetime!  Thank you, Rick! 

COUNTING OUR BLESSINGS 
We have been blessed to have three folks who have been faithful in the stewardly care of 
your church offerings over the past several years.  Margaret Harrell, Doris Flint, and Kailey 
Burroughs have finished their tenure as money counters for our church and are moving on 
to other areas of service.  We thank them for a job well done and the assurance that it has 
brought all of us over their years of service. 

mailto:alivestudents.fumc@gmail.com


Dear Church Family, 
     Our family thanks all of you praying for Billy and our son, Dan Powell the last seven 
years.  I want to thank each of you for your love and concern. 
     Thank you for all of the beautiful flowers, plants, memorials,  good food, the wonderful 
food platters that came to the house, cards, phone calls, and visits. 
     We would like to thank Brother Don for the beautiful memorial service. 
In Christ,  
Sylvia Powell and Family 

     Just a note to say thanks for the delicious Thanksgiving meal for two.  We really 
enjoyed them.   
     I am making a contribution to the youth fund.  They were so nice and beautiful. 
Your friends,  
     Stella Thorpe and Tony Hines 

(Tony does all my home maintenance and runs errands for me.   He does my 
grocery shopping and is a real sweet-hearted man.) 

Thank you, Thad Harrell!  Thank you for driving the group of "Ms. Daisies" to Carols 
by Candlelight on December 13th.  We appreciate your taking time to drive the bus 
for us.  

   What a wonderful Advent Season we experienced!  Each of our Sunday evening 
services were such a blessing and enhanced the season:  The HANGING OF THE 
GREENS, Christmas Caroling, the children’s Christmas program, the chancel choir’s 
cantata, Appalachian Winter, and the Christmas Eve candlelight and communion service.  
Thank you to ALL who were instrumental in planning and implementing each of these 
worship experiences. 

Dear First United Methodist Church,  
    This past Angel tree season was a wonderful one!  You brought so much joy to 
prisoners’ children in your community.  Nationwide, Angel Tree was able to share gifts and 
the Gospel with hundreds of thousands of children who were missing their parents this 
Christmas. 
    We look forward to continuing to partner with you in sharing Christ’s love with prisoners 
and their children in the future! 



For His Kingdom, 
Jim Liske 
President and CEO, Prison Fellowship 


