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DOC’S LITTLE BLACK BOOK 

I like winter.  I like snow.  And I like it when a soft 2-3 mph wind gently blows the 
fresh-falling snow over winter’s beautifully stark landscape.  The branches of trees 
collect a blanket of purity and the sounds of the woods seem to travel with a crisper 
clarity.  The senses come to life in a manner not experienced during the other three 
seasons of the year. 

But change the conditions just a bit and winter changes from a wonderland to an 
endurance challenge.  Raise the temperature just a bit and the falling snow 
becomes a chilling rain.  Increase the windage to 6-8 mph and the beautifully stark 
landscape becomes a seemingly never-ending up-hill climb. 

And so it is with our spiritual landscapes.  The difference is that you and I have the 
ability, with the power of God’s Holy Spirit, to sculpt our spiritual landscapes 
ourselves.  My Advent prayer for you, as you prepare for the celebration of the 
Divine Nativity, is that you will sculpt your inner landscape with the soft and fresh 
wind of the Spirit.  May the purity of God’s presence blanket your world.  And may 
the clear voice of God speak to you as a comforting baby’s cooing.   Merry 
Christmas. 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT AND COMMUNION SERVICE 
Join your church family for a Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion Service 
on Tuesday, December 24 at 5 p.m. in the sanctuary.   
Invite your family, friends, and neighbors.  Plan to be part of this wonderful way to 
honor the birth of the Christ Child. 



A VIEW FROM THE PEW  by Peggy A. Keady 

Changes 

   “Be the change you wish to see in the world.” (Mahatma Ghandi) 

     Many changes happen to us not of our own making and the only vestige of control we 
have is how we will respond.  Will it be in faith and obedience or will it be otherwise?  
However, there are other changes that we do have the opportunity and the responsibility to 
make.  Will we seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance and make wise decisions or will we choose 
carelessly? 

     As we enter the season of Advent and prepare for celebrating the Lord’s coming, each 
one of us should conduct an individual assessment of the decisions that were made in the 
last year.  Were they based on good scriptural principles or on whatever was most 
expedient? If we choose to ask the Holy Spirit to shine His illuminating light on our lives, in 
this last year, then we will learn what God thinks of our choices. 

     Keep in mind that time is fleeting and soon a new year will arrive.  It will be another 
gracious gift from God just for you and me.  The year will be full of great promise and 
possibility because God has given each one of us His Holy Spirit who can enable and 
empower us to do wonderful things in His name.  TO GOD BE THE GLORY! 

     Come on, let’s make every moment count and choose to: 
• mend that broken relationship 
• write that letter of appreciation 
• make that phone call you’ve been putting off 
• visit that friend who is lonely 
• write that note of sympathy 
• use your words to encourage others 
• be generous with your time 
• be kind to every person you meet 
• share God’s love in every way you can 

     This is a short list but an excellent place to begin.  Let’s get going!  I can hear the 
angels in the distance announcing the Lord’s arrival.  LISTEN! 

“GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST AND ON EARTH PEACE TO MEN OF GOOD WILL!”  

How will you use your Talents, Abilities, Gifts, and Skills (TAGS) 
to serve God here at First United Methodist Church? 



SUNDAY NIGHTS IN ADVENT 
Each Sunday evening during the Advent Season we will gather at 5 p. m. for special 
services: 
  November 30 Hanging of the Greens  

In this service we will prepare the sanctuary and also symbolically prepare our own 
hearts for the coming of baby Jesus. 

  December 7 Church-wide Caroling 
  December 14 Celebrate Christmas - a children’s ministry program 
  December 21 Appalachian Winter - a cantata presented by our Chancel 
Choir.  Following the service, we will gather in the fellowship hall for a covered dish 
dinner. 

TRIP TO NISSAN PLANT  
WHO? All adults 
WHAT? TRIP TO NISSAN PLANT IN CANTON, MS  
WHERE? Canton, MS 
WHEN? Meet in the back parking lot of the church.  We will leave promptly at 
11:15 a.m. on Thursday, December 4 (eat lunch before you arrive) 
OTHER DETAILS:  

- We will view a short video, then get on a tram and tour the plant.   
- Call the church office by Monday, December 1 to reserve your spot.   
- The cost for the trip is $4.00 each to help defray the cost of gasoline for the 

outing.  The tour is free.   

PRINCE OF PEACE  
     Reclaim the spiritual dimensions of the Advent season this year with the Society of St. 
Andrew devotional booklet, Prince of Peace.  Make room in your heart and in your busy 
days throughout the month for a few minutes each day reading scripture, reflecting on a 
brief meditation, and praying, in preparation for the Savior who is to come. 
     This is an Advent devotion booklet published by the Society of Saint Andrew (the 
mission agency our FUMC children support each Sunday during their time with the pastor).   
     Booklets will be available toward the end of November. 

Be sure to make your First Family Fellowship  (FFF)  
meal reservation by noon each Tuesday. 

December 17 will be the last Wednesday night we will meet for 2014. 
FFF will resume January 7, 2015. 



WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY    
All ladies are invited to Bible study each Thursday at 10 a.m. in the Conference 
Room.   In December we will meet on the 4th, 11th, and 18th.   
Bible study will resume January 8, 2015. 

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 
    We have a few tickets to CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT, a ministry of First Baptist 
Church in Jackson.  Our tickets are for Saturday, December 13 at 3:30 p.m.  Tickets 
are free, but are on a first come, first serve basis. The tickets are available only 
through Terri Patterson in the church office. 
     Meet in the back parking lot ready to leave at 12:30 p.m.  We will get something 
to eat after CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT is over. 
     The cost of the trip will be your meal following the program and assisting with 
the cost of gasoline. 

POINSETTIAS  
   The beauty of our sanctuary will be enhanced during the Advent Season.  On Sunday, 
December 14 and 21 you may place poinsettias in the sanctuary “in honor of” or “in 
memory of” family or friends. 
   You are responsible for ordering your poinsettia.  Florists should be asked to use gold foil 
on the outside and purple satin ribbon.   
   If you choose to place a poinsettia in the sanctuary, please notify the church office in 
writing by Wednesday, December 10 in order that “honor and /or memory” information can 
be in the church bulletin.   
   If you have questions about this, please contact Trish Cullen or the church office. 

ANGEL TREE MINISTRY 
     Angel Tree is a ministry for children whose parent(s) are incarcerated and therefore 
cannot participate in their children’s Christmas.  The Angel children are counting on you 
again in order to make Christmas special for them. 
     The angel tree is located on the table outside of the sanctuary.  An individual, Sunday 
School class, a group of individuals, a family, etc. may take the name of an angel – 
PLEASE BE SURE TO LOCATE THE SHEET ON THE CLIPBOARD AND WRITE YOUR 
NAME BY THE ANGEL YOU SELECTED. 
     Gifts need to be wrapped and returned to the church by Sunday, December 14. 



The deadline to submit information for the January, 2015 
GOODNEWS LETTER is December 14, 2014. 

Celebrate Christmas  
The FUMC Children will present a program, Celebrate Christmas on Sunday, December 
14, during Vespers.  Please join us as we share the story of Jesus’ birth with the 
congregation. 

Appalachian Winter  
The FUMC Chancel Choir will present Appalachian Winter on Sunday, December 21, 
during Vespers.  Appalachian Winter is comprised of familiar American carols, spirituals, 
Shaker tunes, and Appalachian melodies that have been retooled for Christmas.  Please 
join us as we celebrate Jesus’ birth through song. 
Following the cantata there will be a covered dish dinner in the fellowship hall.   

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 
The church office will be closed December 25 and 26.   
We will close at noon Wednesday, December 31. 
We will be closed Thursday, January 1, 2015. 

HELPING HANDS CANNED FOOD DRIVE   
The holiday season is upon us and the need for food is great.  Help us help HELPING 
HANDS MINISTRIES by bringing canned goods/non-perishable items to the church.  
Boxes are located at the office entrance, the table outside of the sanctuary, and in the 
fellowship hall area.  We will continue this food drive through the end of the year. 

FUMC WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES:         
 9 a.m.   Early Worship 
 10:55 a.m.  Worship 



 5 p.m.   Vespers 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
FUMC ENDOWMENT FUND:  For your special Christmas giving, 
consider the Endowment Fund. 

2015 PLEDGES  
Recently, you should have received a letter and a Pledge card from our Finance 
Chair, Hart Pettit and our Pastor, Dr. Don Patterson   These Pledge cards should be 
turned in to the church by no later than Monday, November 24, 2014.  If you mail 
them in, please be sure they have plenty of time to get in before the deadline. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2015 
Starting Sunday, December 7th, the 2015 Offering Envelopes will be located on the 
tables in the hall behind the Sanctuary.  Please find your name (in alphabetical 
order) on the sheets provided and your number is located in front of your name. 
Next find the envelope box with that number and your name. Please check to be 
sure that your name is on the box you pick up.  If you cannot find your envelope or  
have not been assigned an envelope number, please contact Trisha Oakes in the 
church office and if for any reason you are not able to pick up your envelopes, 
please call the church office and we will be happy to make arrangements for 
them to be delivered. 

YEAR END CONTRIBUTIONS  
The last day to give contributions that you would like in the year 2014 is Sunday, 
December 28th.  If you mail them in, please be sure they have plenty of time to get 
in before the deadline. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Rodger Clark was recently elected to the Attalla County School Board.  
Congratulations Rodger! 



ALIVE STUDENT NEWS	  
- Christmas Party!! December 19th. Details to follow.  
- December Sunday Nights:  

- 7th : Caroling w/ the Church 
- 14th : Children’s Program 
- 21st : Appalachian Winter 
- 28th : TBA 

- If you are interested in hosting a Sunday night meal at your home or the church, 
let Stuart know if you already haven’t done so. 
- Follow us on social media to stay up-to-date on everything: 
  Twitter - @alivefumc 
  Instagram - alivefumc  
- If you have any questions about anything, email us at:  
alivestudents.fumc@gmail.com 

THANK YOU 
     Our church family Thanksgiving dinner was DELICIOUS!  Thank you Terry Jones 
and all of your “elves” that gave their time and talents in servant ministry to feed 
us.   We are grateful for your labor of love! 
     We also appreciate the adult drivers who helped the students deliver meals to 
our homebound. 

Merry Christmas
from your church staff! 

mailto:alivestudents.fumc@gmail.com



